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WEST AUSTRALIAN SUBURBAN TURF CRICKET ASSOCIATION

Board Minutes 23 February 2011

1. OPENING

The meeting was declared opened by the Chairman at 6:15pm 

2. PRESENT: P Pearce S Connolly, A Downing, B Pearce, J Sonder‑Sorensen, G Ticehurst & M Viney & R Lynch (Executive Officer)
APOLOGIES: D Michael & A Stonehouse
3. MINUTES

Moved by B Pearce/A Downing that the minutes of the meeting of 17 January 2011 be confirmed.
CARRIED
3.1 Business Arising

Nil.
4. CORRESPONDENCE:

In:

Applecross – protesting the result of the Round 8 Grade 1 match against Balcatta.
Bentley – complaint about fictitious scores published for the Round Grade 3 Bentley v Whitfords.
Balcatta – appeal against the Executive Officer’s decision to award the Round 8 Grade 1 match Balcatta v Applecross to the latter team on forfeit.

Nollamara – appeal against the Executive Officer’s decision to fine the club for not entering a Captains Report for the One Day 3 game on 12 February.

Cricket ACT – advising that James Sprague was under suspension.
A Stonehouse – advising that he had over-ridden the Competition Committee’s refusal to grant John Ramage, Swanbourne, a higher Grade Permit to enable him to drop from Grade 1 to Grade 5.

Whitfords – appeal against the suspension of Mark Jones.

Whitfords – advising that the person who submitted the fictitious scores published for the Round Grade 3 Bentley v Whitfords was David Long.

Bentley – complaint about the players in the Bassendean team in the Round 15 One Day 2 game.

Bassendean – various responses from players to the complaint by Bentley about the players in the Bassendean team in the Round 15 One Day 2 game.

John Pitt - asking the Board for clarification of the rules for short pitched deliveries.

D Wilkinson – asking the Board for clarification of the rules for short pitched deliveries.

Doubleview Carine – complaint about Bentley not advising of a ground change for the Round 13 Grade 8 game scheduled for Maniana Reserve and about the standard of the ground at Bentley Primary School.
Out:

Balcatta – advising that the Round 8 Grade 1 match Balcatta v Applecross had been awarded to the latter team on forfeit.

Balcatta & Applecross– advising that Balcatta’s appeal against the Executive Officer’s decision to award the Round 8 Grade 1 match Balcatta v Applecross to the latter team on forfeit, had been upheld.
Whitfords – advising that Mark Jones, Captain of its Grade 3 team had been suspended for two playing days for the third score service offence.
Whitfords – advising that its appeal against Mark Jones’ suspension had been dismissed and that David Long had accepted an early plea sentence of a two playing day suspension for the submission of the fictitious scores published for the Round Grade 3 Bentley v Whitfords – a Rule 6 Code of Behaviour offence.

Nollamara - advising that appeal against the Executive Officer’s decision to fine the club for not entering a Captains Report for the One Day 3 game on 12 February had been dismissed.
Bassendean – advising that the captain of its One Day 2 team, Chris Wills, had been suspended for two playing days for the third MyCricket requirements offence.

Various reminders and information to clubs.

4.1 Business Arising
Nil.

5. FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The Financial Statement was tabled.
Moved by G Ticehurst/M Viney that the Financial Statement be received.
CARRIED.

6. UMPIRES ADVISOR

Nil.
7. EXECUTIVE OFFICER

The attached Report was tabled.

The Executive Officer was instructed to streamline his processes to resolve his inefficiencies.
8. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

M Viney reported on a meeting with the umpires association Committee.  It was agreed that the WASTCA would change the Code of Behaviour in the By-Laws to ensure that suspended sentences were only provided by the Tribunal as part of a penalty involving the suspension of a player.
9. COMPETITION
A Downing advised that the Committee (less S Connolly) was considering the complaint about Bentley not advising of a ground change for the Round 13 Grade 8 game scheduled for Maniana Reserve and about the standard of the ground at Bentley Primary School. 
The Committee would resolve its internal problem about the approval for John Ramage to play in Grade 5.
S Connolly advised that he was compiling a questionnaire for clubs to provide advice on means of improving the Association and its competitions.
10. SELECTION

The Seniors lost the Final on 20 February 2011.
11. CRICKET WEST
There are some internal problems to be resolved before next season.
12. FINANCE 

Moved by G Ticehurst/M Viney that the CaptureSport Australia sponsorship for the Twenty20 Competition be distributed:

	Division 1
	
	

	
	Winner
	$1,000

	
	Grand Final loser
	$500

	
	Semi-Final losers - each
	2 x$250

	Division 2
	
	

	
	Winner
	$500

	
	Grand Final loser
	$250

	
	Semi-Final losers - each
	$125


.
CARRIED.

13. PROTESTS/DISPUTES/INVESTIGATIONS

M Viney advised that the Committee had:

a) Upheld the appeal against the Executive Officer’s decision to award the Round 8 Grade 1 match Balcatta v Applecross to the latter team on forfeit; 
b) Dismissed the appeal by Nollamara appeal against the Executive Officer’s decision to fine the club for not entering a Captains Report for the One Day 3 game on 12 February; 
c) Dismissed the Whitfords appeal against the suspension of Mark Jones; and
d) Charged David Long with an offence against Rule 6 Code of Behaviour for the submission of the fictitious scores published for the Round Grade 3 Bentley v Whitfords.  He was offered an early plea with a penalty of a two playing day suspension.
M Viney also advised that the Committee is considering:

a) The appeal against the Executive Officer’s decision on the complaint about a player not on the Teams List for the Grade 5 Round 5 game between Whitfords and Wembley;
b) Charges against arising from James Sprague playing for Balcatta while suspended in the ACT; and
c) The complaint from Bentley against the Bassendean players in the Round 15 One Day 2 game.
14. RULES

Moved by M Viney/G Ticehurst that Penalties Rule 2 of the Code of Behaviour be amended to read:

“Rule 2.  Any part, but not the whole, of a suspension imposed may be suspended.”
CARRIED.

As a consequence of the enquiries by D Wilkinson and J Pitt, it was decided that:

1. Given the timing, for the balance of 2010/11, there will be no change in the interpretation that the Umpires Adviser has provided to umpires for all two day games, ie 2 warnings and then call a no-ball; and

2. For the One Day Competition finals, the strict interpretation of Law 46.2 applies, ie any delivery which, after pitching, passes or would have passed over head height of the striker standing upright at the popping crease will be called a no-ball.  In other words, any bouncer over head height will be called no-ball.

3. From 2011/12., the strict interpretation of Law 46.2 will apply to all games, regardless of the form of the game.

After consultation with Committee members and the Executive Officer, a draft new Constitution would be reviewed and circulated to Directors.

15. SPECIAL PROJECTS
SJ Sonder-Sorensen advised that the new website is nearing completion with much information being provided by Directors.
16. DISCIPLINARY TRIBUNAL

The Executive Officer advised that the Disciplinary Tribunal had found Adam Rayner, Tuart Hill, guilty of breaches of Rules 1.2 and 1.3 of the Code of Behaviour and had imposed:

a) for the Rule 1.2 offence, a fine of $150 and a suspended sentence for 12 months of a two playing days suspension; and

b) for the Rule 1.3 offence, a fine of $50.
G Ticehurst spoke to the attached Review of the Disciplinary Process.  It was agreed that all the recommendations would be implemented with the exception of that relating to the Tribunal not imposing a lower sentence than offered through the early plea process.  Legal advice would be obtained on that matter before deciding on implementation.
17. GENERAL BUSINESS
Nil.
18. CLOSURE

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7:25pm.

Next meeting scheduled for 6:15pm on 23 March 2011 in the Association office.
___________________
Confirmed
EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT

Administrative

A new synthetic wicket is now available – Chinners Reserve.  It is located behind the pavilion at College Park.  A number of one day games have been transferred to that ground.

Wembley Districts forfeited its Grade 9 game in Round 10 and has subsequently withdrawn that team and all results in the relevant games have been withdrawn (By-Law 10.6).  Subiaco Marist forfeited its Grade 9 game in Round 10.

The Grade 1 game in Round 8 scheduled for Wyong was transferred to MacDonald because sprinklers saturated the Wyong wicket the night before the first day.  The grade 3 match scheduled for McDonald was transferred to Wyong for a one day game on day 2.  Fictitious and uncomplimentary scores for the Grade 3 game were provided.  As this was the third provision of scores offence for that team, the captain, Mark Jones was suspended for two playing days.  His subsequent appeal against that suspension was dismissed and David Long, who submitted the scores, was also suspended (see the P & D Report).

The captain of Bassendean’s One Day 2 team has been suspended for two playing days for three offences against By-Law 2.3.1 (MyCricket requirements) – the first this season under the revised penalty regime.

After recently receiving advice from South Perth that Nollamara had played three Grade 2 players in its One Day 3 game on 11 December 2010, it transpired that Nollamara had dropped these players illegally - contravening By-Law 3.10.2.  It was also found that Nollamara had also offended in a similar way in the one day competition games on 30 October, 6 November and 12 February.  The Nollamara President advised that he did not believe that the By-Law applied to the one day competition.  Given the time delay between the event and detection, I did not award forfeits for the games on 30 October and 16 November.  However, the three Grade 2 players dropped to the One Day 3 team had a significant impact on the game (188 runs out of 233) and I awarded that game to the opposition on forfeit.  The 12 February game was also awarded to the opposition on forfeit.  Those decisions were not appealed.

The property insurance has been renewed at a cost of $814.64, a reduction on the $1,300 budgeted.  The period has been reduced from December to August (ie only 8 months rather than n12 months charged) to line the renewal up with club insurance renewal dates.

I have been recently required to, without delegation, undertake investigations and make decisions on many matters that had been the province of the Board or the P & D Committee.  That process allows my decisions to be appealed to the P & D Committee.  If the investigation and decisions were taken by the P & D Committee, any appeal would then have to be heard by the Board.  This new structure has many advantages for the Board.  However, it does take up a lot of time to the point where I am working almost full time most days, rather than part-time.  Apart from the Executive Officer having a distinct lack of authority under this new structure, the additional time now required to undertake those duties requires a revision of the Roles and Terms of Reference for the P & D Committee.  It also requires a re-think on the role of the Executive Officer, particularly in terms of whether a full time person is now required.

As a consequence of a direction from the Chairman, I am now required to produce a Charge Sheet for all matters reported by umpires by way of the Special Report Form.  Apart from signalling the need to redraft the Special Report Form to reflect the use of “Charge” in the changes to the Constitution before the season commenced, this also takes up more of the Executive Officer’s limited time.

Robin Lynch
